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This portfolio is a modest attempt to present different composition styles and 
interests of the composer. 
Labyrinth, written for piano sextet (an ordinary piano quintet plus a double 
bass), is based on the reiteration of a four-chord cycle — three diminished triads 
followed by an artificial chord formed by notes which have not been used in the 
diminished triads. As the music unfolds, the cyclic repetition, either with or without 
the harmony being highlighted in the foreground, is juxtaposed with its own 
development in linear time. Each movement tries to illustrate different facets of the 
four-chord cycle. The first movement brings forward the cycle in its most ordinary but 
original form — triads. The second movement, on the other hand, is based on a linear 
structure of imitations among different instruments. It is only until very late that 
vertical sonorities are articulated. However, the character of the music has not 
changed at all. Vertical sonorities are only by-products of the conglomeration of the 
prevailing stepwise chromatic theme. The third movement can be described as the 
combination of horizontal and vertical dimensions. The slow section with subtle 
change of colour introduced each time the pattem repeats is of linear structure. 
Vertical sonorities come back in the quick section, but are presented in a fluid gesture 
in contrast to the heavy and intense image of the first movement. 
Musicfor Oboe, Clarinet, Bass Clarinet, Bassoon and Piano can be said as a 
discussion in musical language on the interests made out of various combinations of 
instruments. Originally scored for oboe, clarinet and piano, the instrumentation was 
then expanded to incoporate the idea of pairing up wind instruments of the same family 
一 the oboe with the bassoon and the clarinet with the bass clarinet. In the opening 
section, the oboe announces the theme, followed by the clarinet. Then their "family 
member" joins in at octave(s) apart. As the music becomes more complex, this kind of 
liaison dissolves and the four wind instruments become four independent lines. 
Meanwhile, the piano has dropped out, leaving the woodwinds to continue to weave 
their musical webs. At the climax, the woodwinds are united again against the piano 
which imitates them in a different tonal area. The music then dies down gradually but 
I 
the tie between the oboe and the clarinet at a fifth apart still remains until the music 
eventually vanishes. 
The Ride-by-Nights might be far more demanding for budding singers than it 
was intended because of its rich chromatic flavour. At any rate, chromaticism was 
conceived as the style of this piece since the poem which bears the same title by Walter 
de la Mare features nobody but witches on their brooms who "twitter and tweet." The 























FOR PIANO SEXTET 
斗 
Labyrinth for Piano Sextet 
Labyrinth，written for piano sextet (an ordinary piano quintet plus a double 
bass), is based on the reiteration of a four-chord cycle 一 three diminished triads 
followed by an artificial chord formed by notes which have not been used in the 
diminished triads. As the music unfolds, the cyclic repetition, either with or without 
the harmony being highlighted in the foreground, is juxtaposed with its own 
development in linear time. Each movement tries to illustrate different facets of the 
four-chord cycle. The first movement brings forward the cycle in its most ordinary but 
original form — triads. The second movement, on the other hand, is based on a linear 
structure of imitations among different instruments. It is only until very late that 
vertical sonorities are articulated. However, the character of the music has not 
changed at all. Vertical sonorities are only by-products of the conglomeration of the 
prevailing stepwise chromatic theme. The third movement can be described as the 
combination of horizontal and vertical dimensions. The slow section with subtle 
change of colour introduced each time the pattern repeats is of linear structure. 
Vertical sonorities come back in the quick section, but are presented in a fluid gesture 
in contrast to the heavy and intense image of the first movement. 
This piece has been selected to be premiered at the Musicarama '98 which is an 
annual international contemporary music festival ofHong Kong. 
Duration: approx. 12 minutes 
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MUSIC for Oboe, Clarinet, 
Bass Clarinet, Bassoon and Piano 
5 3 
Musicfor Oboe’ Clarinet, Bass Clarinet，Bassoon andPiano 
Music for Oboe, Clarinet, Bass Clarinet, Bassoon and Piano can be said as a 
discussion in musical language on the interests made out of various combinations of 
instruments. Originally scored for oboe, clarinet and piano, the instrumentation was 
then expanded to incoporate the idea of pairing up wind instruments of the same family 
——the oboe with the bassoon and the clarinet with the bass clarinet. In the opening 
section, the oboe announces the theme, followed by the clarinet. Then their "family 
member，，joins in at octave(s) apart. As the music becomes more complex, this kind of 
liaison dissolves and the four wind instruments become four independent lines. 
Meanwhile, the piano has dropped out, leaving the woodwinds to continue to weave 
their musical webs. At the climax, the woodwinds are united again against the piano 
which imitates them in a different tonal area. The music then gradually dies down but 
the tie between the oboe and the clarinet at a fifth apart still remains until the music 
vanishes. 
This piece has been selected to represent Hong Kong to bid the Young 
Composer's Award at the Asian Composers' League '98 in Taipei, Taiwan. 
Duration: approx. 8 minutes 
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THE Rim_BY-NIGHTS 
(for Treble Choir or Female Choir) 
is 
The Ride-by-Nights (for Treble Choir or Female Choir) 
彻 Ride-by-Nights might be far more demanding for budding singers than it 
was intended because of its rich chromatic flavour. At any rate, chromaticism was 
conceived as the style of this piece since the poem which bears the same title by Walter 
de la Mare features nobody but witches on their brooms who "twitter and tweet." The 
atmosphere is weird but is indeed fun and enjoyable for the witches, or the readers of 
the poem. 
Since this piece was written with the pure and light colour oftreble voices in 
mind，when performed by female choirs, adjustments would have to be made 
considerably to keep the texture pure and light 
Duration: approx. 3 minutes 
7fc 
The Ride-by-Nights 
Up on their brooms the Witches stream, 
Crooked and black in the crescent's gleam; 
One foot high, and one foot low. 
Bearded, cloaked, and cowled, they go. 
,Neath Charlie's Wane they twitter and tweet. 
And away they swarm 'neath the Dragon's feet, 
With a whoop and a flutter they swing and sway, 
And surge pell-mell down the Milky Way. 
Between the legs of the glittering Chair 
They hover and squeak in the empty air. 
Then round they swoop past the glimmering Lion 
To where Sirius barks behind huge Orion; 
Up, then, and over to wheel amain 
Under the silver, and home again. 
Walter de la Mare (1873-1956) 
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